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Mr. Chairman — For i*, foTsv days past, tbe De- 
BiocMtic part of this House Ijp.ve soeme(i to <3esire 
that thfl Governor's Message shouM pass hy, anS 
receive no farther attention at oar iiscKis — 
cially that portion of it taors directly of interi^et 
at the present moment to the people. .1, have 
no desire to force roy self upon thfl attention of 
this body ; but 'as I have not aakt^d it heretofore, 
aad have listened with gtml pleasure to nil that 
h*3 been said on via-rioas snbjecta of discussion, 
I ventare upon ita indalgeitce, with the sasuf- 
Mce that the satao attention will be reciprocated. 
Thus far, if I !xii8t.-.ke not, nothing like xnappro- 
pdate naraes or indecent, epithets have hUen 
from the Repubiioau aide of this Jlonse, bavicg 
raferenca to onr D8£oocy?.tio friends ; and, in the 
first instftisce, when KansfiS stsd its ooncomitaiita 
appeared aaiocg us, it was presented ns by g-jn- 
tiemen of the opposition. Rai^filalicKS rsbriliijjg 
thfl worthy Groverao)? of thij! State for his wise 
aTid patriotic sucgestiouf? upon this ab'torbiDs' 
^•opic, aad refererfo'f^^qaaily d?>r?»pats'ole j^rsd 
Qi^jast, have been made, whiob dtjsjsud rf ns, 
"'ho think as the GoverrAor thicks, aacl ■^A m he 
f'^olfl, to defend Ms position, and 3i5r>tf.in tb? po- 
sition of the Republican party upon the quf^-siioxi 
of which that portion of the Mcs?ftge under con- 
siiif^ration treats Several geutlc^men have trested 
0^^, on differer.'t occasions, with remarks which, 
aWiongh nnt at all «npalatablo to u-^, y^t none 
laofe cr«dit»ble to them, by spe»siv£^ of the 
pstty havinfir the plaraiitj' t;n this iio'>r, ^.ud tho 
majority in thifi Slate, a? colored Republican!!, 3j:d 
f«5pfiating it until sH wv^re cornMr.ce!! of ihiichar- 
aoteif of the foelinR thatirssM.'itr^d ;vjd controlled 
the remark. 

li" it be the d«?3ire of th(> ooposition to o?;JS.te 
in ns A disiUke for fbem, 'ivhioh kcsU g.-^atiy ui- 
tfrrapt our ot?-,t?rwiH«< pirtasant associaHon to- 
ptber as honorable tmd courteous ^eutlemea, 
let the reaponsibility rest where it belongs. 1 



have no desire to be thus situated. What claims 

gentlemen '"t'ho have been quite proliiSo in their 
epithets against the Republican party have, that 
tbej belong to, or have descended from, a whiter 
race, than we represent, I am as yet unable to 
discover. I can see no lovely characteristics, 
peenli&r to fchesu, that we do not possess, aniess 
it be tlvnt we differ in embodying more substan- 
tial political honesty, aiTd a greater attachment to 
the distinctive truths that are th^ sure basis of a 
just artd free government ; while, on the other 
h&n&f we havQ no disposition to aspire to very 
many embellishments that render present De- 
mocracy the object of a ryorld's attention. 

If to be an advocate of the gre;i»t prJneiples of 
Huaian Liberty, m opposed to oppression ; if to 
be supporters of the sablims doctrines of the 
Dedaration wbose inspiration guided every blow 
of th'S SevoJutiOii aud nerved every patriot 
heart; if to o'aim. Indeed, that the Demooratio 
docfjfine of Squatter Sovereignty, in all its length 
and breadth, sh.'»ll apply '<.o the' present struggle 
b0r,we.^o Liberty and Slavery, in Kansas, is to "be 

black, or colored Republican, as pleases gentle- 
mou, tliea we cheerfnliy accept the title, but give 
no credit whatever to -iteatlemen for its origin. 

I refer, with pride and pioaaure, to the record, 
to rbow that we have givjn no occasion for euoh 
onslaugut upon the proprieties and decorum 
nf thi i body. And 1 hope* Sir, that I shall not 
fall ii-sto the enme pit I find the opposition have 
fall^-n into ; but. while I ahal! speak plainly mv 
viri'Psupon a portion of the Message at this time, 
I ^h<i]l endeavor to deal strictly trith the truth, 
mrl h'lve a regard to the kind reciprocities that 
::rv«, :y the rtiaiu, characterised this session to 
tb" present tia:,G 

W"i'0 it nnt that I ardently desire to see the 
P 'ir dpie.-' of HumaTi Fresdom established within 
all onr borders, and sastained upon this floor; 
'that our self-respect and the free sentiment of 
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this State demand adefoiicQ of these principles — 
I would fetill desist, ar d. let other gentlemeti oc- 
cupy the time;, bat, in view of thestj and other 
wwighty oonsideratious, I ask your indulgoijce 
and forbearance. I ain srla-d. Sir, thivt we have a 
man «.t t.b.« h-^^A of thw G-overntiient of this great 
State, who, wiih all the crjn8\d.?ratioiis of place 
mdt. powor before his eyes, can op^-'iily and bold- 
ly rebuke the s.hnm of th&t poaitioa, aud wJio 
will plant hiiiweif upon the iioniutahle princi- 
ples of truth, and give them tlie ?9-eight and 
character of bia position. A Senator fiiose in 
his plftcti tUo osher day in r.be appf-r House, n-pon 
the re&dir.g of thw 5il~S!-ia.;e, a^. ^^M a gBiitlt?- 
inao upon llds^ floor npon a liky ocea^iini, fend 
took liberty, by apiX-'i^h and r.:(Sobatioii, to S'->.bckH 
thfi Govt-ri'or for hid d-cisf •^si.oi.'S abont tliM chief 
Executive of (.iiiri xiavioji, coKti'ixitf'd with th« 
conditiou of Katssas alla-rs — contfjndiiig that 
feTich open dr-cl&r&tioiia "-'sy.-i nnl)'.'c: t!'iu«; the 
ohifei' Execati-ve of gr»^wt P't.!Av,M ; .uohUng the 
^roUTid, I Happorfe, that b<.«ir,u>'< ^t. Wx-" hnivi of 
tht! (a-ovei-nio^Rt, by I'fW ■'nffjfigM^: o'i ihr p-^-.pl", 
whorie servaot. be ht) t>.boxiI>i be f-ib-nt upoi} 
ftTiy qii.HKti.''ii ti.ai<.ii!vr,i? ihe poi-itiou of ib.e cui'^f 
}ix>^-;ut,)vy of TiiM Nf.Uou, Ni-M", tfiic, I do not 
.if-Hiijd fcere bo luXii'U to d<"f!^iid the Qovi^xv.i'i- iu 
vivry just Tt:-iBavk, lor I think be ■uer-.di', uo 
deff*.ui:e; bat, I will sfek, wrs-.f ha< ?, bett/^r ru-ht 
or moKft anqaestbiTU'd nriiri!-:;;H Viuivt the Eic^cui- 
tive, unless it ba the rep?f"^.i-ut.!!i.'' n.])0?s, this? 
ioor: or who is belter able to defi-^'-l ih^ f.r-^--v;Ti- 
t,y and the oh^'fjicler of the Em]ji.it$ Sta'f\ ;\s i'f>n.- 
utiCted with the National mt««.ril, Lu'.ii tiv; mi>,-a 
who dig!i:ifif s !i.>nd honors thn K;z':Oalive ch».iy of 
uiis Co3;nHn.>n we.4U.lt ? Surely noi e. Geutlexxieii 
lAy grwftt stres?- to", upon the d< c!Ar!-illoxi that 
I hi?, is no piaco for this di-scn^iiiojn, aod that 
the^H i--STiea are irrnlevftiit to tb.--'* duties and ob- 
ligations of thi.'i body. Tiie av^ie vd Ne^/ York 
beioi? j; ■vii.^i pnr'i of th?s gcwHt poiiticul body — 
the Union — is riyn-slhly f>S cti-d whe:;; the Hword 
eaters th- tfrew. hv.!!,ft, the centn-* of lifts ftiul 
power^ rt(,-d !: os» which rfpringfi *nd Qov/b oat, 
into every extrejnityj the vii.'il. cu.Y?ynt iif its ex- 
istence. The b.*i:ti6- ground ot ihh q^^e.-^tiou of 
Freedoin. irf everyi'shero, li \ti here in this Hab ; 
ayd whtn^ the dark daycotui^s that the A^stimhly 
of Ne'-v York shall fenl itself <?H!?n>i,riHd <(C di.=:- 
gr&ced by holdivjg up 'mux nirotactiv.;!: the £ab- 
ItuiH <{oi'.1ri»e« of tii'-r DocUr«.tioo, nad ih-r prin- 
ciples of i'ree govn'.-!;w.>ent, tb"U bt the voyfiteri- 
ourf lund of ratribnl 'On -rrH-; i^pox). the v/hI! ils 
des't.iay ut' Tui:o. Th*^n i«^t tiie f>rij.,,hi;.-;!t sv.s? iu 
on.r i;idiOcy V.h blt^tlrd oat, as; anwo-t -iy the 
Hpieodur fuid !•"■■!■ J of n;' );!<-!vj!;;.''Vi. »uL I h.'WM 
hs-ich thia day *^iH n^^^es coj-n *. I b!'.V'-, foo tiXi-Ai 
*tioniidei)ce in the Ufi).-'., if '.joI th.-i f.ifwi^ «, f our 
people, to b-rilh-ve iht-y v,?^i'il t-vr .fid I'vAy Hnil 
<viib. Wiy such men 5,?, ■^riil igiisjr" tbo 
liiL'uul t;lemt;nt:i of oar fiv^e rafi' -lntioii:-!, or r.:i 
a:rict or litiihi n^ib^Oe upon any <. f tlM-" :ia.i.,».>,)::^« 
that. gri.iT»- out or >Mr'];. j'lincij'bs. 

But v/i'»t. ia U." Oo P'-rri'.'r".'-. p- jJr! mj u;h^u this 
qao.-.iion ■/ l". is t.h^^ liooHet (.K>uvi.:-t,io'. exj^r-'ss^dj 
i-xat UtS down d'/'-p :;tk-V"ry hor.'-.-i uv-!>i'r- h;'-.'!.rl, 
of rtll poUU(;.Vi pa.Mi»^.s \u h.i-e -.snfl. r^ iv ibf 

ttsHil; A'ld, if iuios'vd t<' K*''^*' iv^^'i' Hirt.: 5 : i:-*.!'- 

it'OftgH, w^ifibi b- Imt :j, •■•iopu'ca'.M oi' "-b.M p-^fl of 
the Mi:i3<5;kge u'uder cu/KH!';).rt''!',!'M.'" : ''Ul wbK ti is 
.•io .snioth«r«d a!*i.d o-;-'itT3»:i!'tl I'.v *i. U«oa-H.)i.i onv- 
dideratimiij that cbtsli-r 5ifv«;;d "Mfstb-i pv.-viiii:;ti. 
poiutiou.a, that they J^re i^oi, ftU of thHU", hI to- 



gether [honest with their conviotious of the 
truth. 

It is nothing new, Sir, for this body to tnke 
the position that the Message indicates, or to 
its doctrines ; it has done it before, and, 
if we desire to express the sentiments of a great 
uiajority of the freemen of New York, we shall 
do it again. Let not ijentlemen flatter them- 
selves ths»t New York has ohauged front, acd 
abacdoned the position she 80 nobly held in 
1856, by giving a temporary suocess to the De» 
mocracy last Fall, as declared repeatedly upon 
this floor ; |for such a result was not 30 much the 
«^tfect of enlightened and efficient effort, aa of s, 
ca-relees and unjustifiable inactios. It only needs 
fh'^ opportunity, and the whole mass of Pro- 
Blavery Democracy, which is being tried by the 
Ores of it3 own kindling, andwitichis so signal. 
!.y disappoiuting its friends even, and utterly 
di.-ji-egarding its promises to stand by the people's 
rii(;ht3, and secure a free and open expression of 
their opinion, •svill be wrapped in one universal 
•=Jovm of rebuke. The foundation element of 
the Republican principle is greatly in the aaeend- 
iint {.0-day, and c^n no more be.ooufined, in the 
Empire State, than you can dam tip the irre- 
rtif>tible waters of Niagara's torrent with a stniw. 
The freemen of New York are ready, now, to 
fjEietftin the position our distinguished Senatora 
and Representatives in CongresB occupied, sfad 
30 ably suiiitsined, when the Kansas- NehrBska 
Act wRis under discussion in that body— which 
71' as, thftt Congress had a right, and tt was its 
duty , to see to And regulate the domestic all«rs 
ox the Territories under its control, or ** toma^'^ 
rill needful rules and regulations for the gov«ra- 
ment of the Territories." 

But, sir, as I propose in this discussion, to 
hold our Demoer itio friends to the principles of 
Squatter Sovereignty, as applicable to the very 
Territory out of the fortunes of which it sprnc^:, 
and lest I may be thought to be converted to 
that doctrine, alio me for a taoment to RpHak 
of the existing Republican sentiment in oppogi- 
th"in io it. The Goveruor has rf^tj wiselj 
xsi:\rked tiiKt ** Slavery in the Slwr'es whery it 
'■-•xi.-ns, exisl.^ by virtue of the loc?.l law rIo"?, 
Ar.d that it neither «xi.st8 nor is eoufivmed thers 
nor an' -eyheTe by th« force and pft'eot of ih' 
Cc.>ns<i!.tnt-'on of the United Sta-tef?," elsKirly iw- 
f lyins- the Republioan doctrine that in Contjr^'fi^ 
xi-^-X'-i t,b" coiaph-ite power over the p.ubjv'Ct in tlu^ 
T'^rritot by virtue of the right to acOiUi''", 
hohl !,vr:id 1? 'V*:<ru th'-Tai.,.^^ A.lthnngh not illrtii''!" 
upon ihn matter I deHire bt'jicf ont ir. tb.^tt 
ri:H!ark-5. { xfish to refer to this principla 
po'i^-Mr H!.;d co.n' rol 00 thf' part of CongreSB, iiiort^ 
(:-,?recia,hy U>v ihe beofht of several g(?n/ic?nf« 
who are t.o 1-. ad in their pr?.!S:!0 of SqaatU'i So?- 
er'''gi".ty 

Thw right in Co-gross tn goveri!, is iu i^^''"' 
ts^l an;? nt'ceRssry the rh-'oi to acqnir?' i'-^'- 
b' M Tr^jjitor^ a dofltritiT^'u i,.g Ri? one c'f ili^ 
f- uo da' i . x;. (■.:• ■> t:er> of the p^rXy of Fref-c^o^J J'-^ 
Ibis b'.'!^'!, b"t which has h.'.>eri tnstainec*. ! 
f«i--!f. "^.rhr. t\"- n.'ore aViiii'.y T/hnn 1 ^'■m abi-^ i'' 
briiJK to it -! dh^.i-nscion. I i.uii;ht a'i.d h?>ve too, 
.M., r.i'.'A'.'f.'nt i-v tbif! poiot, that ihi.s i>s sio 
d.v.x'iT'iie. 1: '.^ ;ah oi.i the. Con-ritntlon. 
mttrn. M, ¥!-.!iS i i:irnj<M.i«.t*'d by the Pftthcirs? of 
R'-pnblic hfi''>re th.i'. Hd^.piion ci that in.-'tr?3ui-''>S 
and, iadr'Hd, it oceup'.ed a pTomiDtfc^t. plac--! '-'^ 
the discussions incidental to its adoption 



s 



Whoever will . examine the records of those 
limea, Y^ill ficd that Madison and Jafferson, who 
DDderstood well the views of the people then, 
and who imbibed the controlling and oniversai 
spirit of the day, planted themselves directly 
and squarely upon this priucipie of power Rnd 
control, and early introduced measures tbat bad 
tbat direct object in view. 

The ablest expounders of law a3)d constitu- 
lionai rights our country ever had, and whose 
opinions are preserved '^'ith great care and jast 
pride, are among the most ardent supporters of 
this doctrine. Story saytt ♦» Tfae general gov- 
(^roDient possesses the right to a.cqui're Territory 
either by conquest or by treaty ; it would seem 
to follow as au inevitable conssquesGO that it 
posaosses power to govern what it has so ae- 
aaired. The Territory does xiot when so ao- 
qaired beooHie entitled to self-gover».meut, and 
ia not subject to the jnrisdiotion of any Stftte ; 
it must consequently be under the dominion 
and jarisdiotiou of the Union, or it would be 
svithont ativ governufent ftt all." Again he 
says : " They do not participate in political powey 
nor can tbey share in the powers of the General 
Government, until they becoisie a State, and are 
admitted into the Union as snch. Uutil that pe- 
riod, the Territory remains s abject to be govern- 
ed iu Buoh maoner as CongresB shall direct-, un- 
der clause of the Constitution now under con- 
.sideration." He eontinuf-s, *' No oce Ixa-s ever 
dom)t*id the authoritjf of Congress to erect Ter- 
ritorial Governments within the Territory of the 
rjnited State.s under the general lauguftge of the 
ciaoije to make ail needful roles lind regulafcions. 
Wh»t shall be tho form of government estabiiah- 
ed in the Territories, depends exclusively wpoa 
the discretion of Congress." Kent declares the 
same doctrine in his Commentariea, volume 1, 
page 360. Rawie in his work on the Constitu- 
tion, and Sargeant'a constitutional law, both 
tr.ke the same high ground in regard to this 
power over the Territories^ all of which opinions 
ii&ve been held as the cblef anchors to our ship 
in ail the early storms, that have swept over the 
grefet sea of our political exiatence. 

AH legislation until recently partook of the 
same element, and soaroely ever evinced uiuy 
other thought. Let us examine the record. 

As early as 1784 a committee wa.s appointed, 
consisting of Jeflersou, of Virginia; Chase, of 
Maryland ; and Howell, oi Rhode IsUnd, who 
reported a bill for the tHmporary government of 
the Territory ceded to the United SfcHtts by Vir- 
ginia, and jipplioable to all the Territory then 
belonging to the United States. That plan, after 
providing for tlie fortuatioi5 of new Stalee from 
•■'S.id Territory, embractid thi<? provision— (which 
^■m to apply to ail Territov,:? then ceded or to 
be ceded from any State "j That afte.r thy 
J^ht 1800 of the Christian Kra, thure shall hi^ 
?3either Slavery nor iuvohiutary servitui'te, in 
any of said St'sites, other wisa thaa in purjiwh- 
ment of cvimft, wherecf the patty f^hall bi^v^ 
been convicted to hav-? brHir personrVtly guilty." 
Tli&t provision '^»,r, lost, it f.-'qairiijg the votn of 
^sve.Tj, and receiving only hh: Btid-ni^ to three 
^gahist it. The votd of the Btfwtes- was I'vo to 
fJiie, ftnd of tho del>:'gate3 luore titan tv^o to ona 
'p its fwor, but nude- the {;rticl«.s of cuKifedera- 
*!on, as you all know, the majority of Ril iu.-^ 
States was required to retain the? proviaioa. Biil, 
^ir, if that doctrine, which was the sentiment of 



the majority then, had obtained, and the great 
thought of Jefferson had been practically carried 
out, " which embraced all the Territory belong- 
ing to the Genertil Government between the 31st 
parallel, tho boundary between the United States 
and the Spanish province of Florida on the 
South, to the 42d parallel, the boundary between 
this country and the British possessions on the 
North," what s, change should we now witness 
from what does really exist ? Several States now 
groaning under the weight of their own chosen 
curse, withering away beneath the blasting touch 
of degradation and death, would have stood out 
among the sisterhood of States, in all the glory 
and befluty that adorn our free institotionH, and 
ah«d a radiance over all our hopes. In 1787 
this doctrine was acknowledged again, and ap- 
plied to the Territory NorthiP'est of the Ohio Ri- 
ver, stipulating; that new States might be formed 
and admitted upon reasonable conditions, but 
forever prohibiting involuntary servitude except 
in punishment of crime. In Rccordaiace with 
this provision, and in consonance with the ac- 
knowledged right of Congress to exercise this 
power, State after State has sprang ont of that 
vast wildernesSj the yery offaprings of this le- 
gislative power, jis ci^niization has Maroh^^d cm- 
v/ard in its conquering cArmr, until! that pci- 
tioa of our great Commonwealth, as the result 
of that C'ariy legislation in favor of Fr<?'-df.m., 
and iu ag.Y9emenr, of the spirii of the Ooniitftti- 
tion, i.«! jciBtly the wonder and prido of our r<»ce. 
In 1S45 wo again recogniKed this doctrine, iis 
providing tbat ail that part of Texas North of-,^;^ 
36* 30' should be fore'.-'er free from, the curse of 
Slavery. 

In 1848 the same kginlative control setfh^.d 
the destiny of Oregon Territory, and ttarted ii 
Oii iu its briliiiint career of hope and happiness, 
free from the sl;ain of huijaan bondf4ge. Snch 
was the stability and settled course of it^gisiatiou 
iu, regard to thia question, frora the t'»ir!y days 
of the Republioj, to the time of the passage of 
the Kansa»! Nebraska act 

And still an honojabie Senator states in his • 
speech, in sabstanoe, that ftuoh was the instabi- 
lity and the condition of thiogs, the gover.tirnej.it 
vibrjitiBg bsek and forth from Compromise to 
Comproaiiso upon fcida Toss^id and dithcult quefi- 
tion, that Mr. Cass, Buchajian & Co. put their 
he^ds together, to seek ont or discover some 
great coniroiiiog principle, around vifhich legis- 
lation nijght revoiv^e «s one great corumon cen- 
tre, and upon whicth Ihe govern.merjt might rent 
and fml itmiK secnr<:'. The of this greHt 

trjjvsii. and labor was '*Bq>3stter Sovereignty.^' 
I wonder thi».t the ojleBiinl rai.i8sengBr.s appointed 
to 6ix?gpea.ns of joy and triumph over the nii.?a- 
oulous and wonderful jAsn'.fe.sfailons of tbe sub- 
iime in poiiticf-l inv^ju^iOB, did not stdka thvir 
nosHS, 2(.ad tOMnd juloud that ftie world miglit 
hear, «md joy 07c*r tht: vumderful prodaciion. 

Bat suppOfcing for tbo suku ui the anfttvc'^tjit, 
th.-it -ivi.!?!? liu:- prt.iiftciia fi!? .-iii cur croabltj.=i, 
wiiat R^pviaranf-r-t! hs.v8 we that aonujthiug ►rise 
1 ?.'iii XiOi .sapetvt'de ii, ss in tbn pbii:U<.-fil v/orld, 
O'oe BO.'-.l.ram YxiUiii sJvh m^v to sinoliier in it.-* 
iiiru Let t!.a (>*^e. Dciiaocia<;y talked loud 

ivad -ong iu uvor cf the cojupvomiriet mt»!^a?«.-{ 
of 1850, declArij^g ttiem a finality, and pronoane- 
ing their auitth'rinia!; io sdvauoa i6-;>*ii:st any 
who should dare to distarb the raposy it wa-a 
vainly hoped, they would bring to the country 



In 1852, they sent forth their resolvea from their 
National Convention, to,the same efifsct, and re- 
iterated by the President in his first annual 
megsftpe to the country, pledging themselves in 
this language — " That the Demooratio Party will 
resist all attempts at renrawing in Congress or out 
of it, the agitation of the Slavery question under 
whatever shape or color the attempt may be 
made." This is remarkably pointed language. 
Bat in 1854, two years after, they sprung upe-n 
the country the Kansas Nebraska act, rn-'ude up 
with the very elements of ftgitation, and which, 
upheaving the vast deep of the country's sppa- 
rant repo«3e, came nigh submerging us bsnealh 
one great sea of desolation and ruin. Such, sir, 
was our departure from the ancient and settled 
policy of the country, and the idea that the Re- 
publican Party has abandoned that policy, or 
their cardinal d ctrines. and gone in for the sup- 
port of Squatter Sovereignty ss a finr-lity, as aoaae 
tell us, is a political ruse, intended to discournsje 
the weak and unstable — it has no f oundatioii la 
fact. 

I oome now to the more direct question before 
us, of which the message speakSj and its treat- 
ment by the Democratic Pp-riy. 

Because, forsooth, the believers in the true 
faith (I mean of course Republicans,) applaud 
Mr. Douglas for his self -consistency and appar^t 
honesty, to ssy the leaat. in the course he has 
marked out and is pursuing in the Senate of the 
Uaited States, is no resvson that they have snj 
too high regard for his ultimate purpose, or that 
they are any more the advocaies of popular 
Sovereignty. Since the Jeffdrsonian doctvino of 
control and restriction is abandoned, in the case 
of unfortunate Kansas, and niaoe we &re to act 
under the popular will doctrine, }et us have s, 
full and free expression of that wHl, unchained 
and entirely free ; let it be spoken out, and pro- 
tected by all those safeguards guaranteed to ail 
our fellow- citizens, and more, by tbe execution 
of every pledge given them by the chit^f Execu- 
tive of this nation. The largest pidp-tik in the 
Gincinnatti platfoirm, in 1856, upon -«fhicu Mr. 
Buchanan was placed as the great hi;ad Kv:ud 
front of his party, was tbe doctrine of thy Kan- 
eas-Nebraska Act, which lefc the people or actual 
settlers perfectly free to regolate their own insti- 
tutions and form their own governrn'^Qt, pro- 
tected by the General Government iu the exer- 
cise of those rights, subject only to tbe f.onsvl- 
tution of the United Sta-es ; aiid at a proper 
time, upon compljiog with reasonable condi- 
tion , i.hey might present themaelve.-? wila a 
Constitution for admiBsiou as a goveraign State, 
if that Constitution was a f«ir and i<ve. exuT^'s- 
slon of the pseop'ie. Was not this tho doca-ivjio 
of that party then ? Who dare duxiy it ? vV«a 
not this the dociriue thsT, ovfrrode thnt t^acr^d 
compact made in 1820, hallowed by the respect 
which the legislation of over thirty ye&tn .b».d 
thrown around it ; but wliich wu;! too w--ak to 
withstand the s^felliap: tide of Slavery propa 
gandism and wroug. Dnrisw tae disoassions 
ii'-^'dent to tbe passage of tbe Kansas Ayi, it wa-'- 
never contended by ttie Rei^abiio«n party, a?, re- 
presented in Congress, thfut, avd^r iiff fiiU RtA 
complete execution, 'biavery wou'fd in'ivjtablv 
fjASten itself upon Kat/safi, alUionp,h saoh imv'nt 
be the result ; bra. we believed iriOD, as 7.'?^ do ! 
new, that if the National Administration would 
make it something more than a mere farce, and 



give anything like fair play to the Republican 
element there, or, in other and more direct 
ttjrms, carry out and sustain the organic act of 
their territorial organization, Kansas would hare 
long ere this been one of the stars in the galaxy 
of States— free in her institutions as the air of 
Heaven that sweeps her broad and extended 
landecRp<«3. We advocated then, aa we do now, 
that Congress should control the Territories — thai 
" the right in Congr«.'?s to control grows out of tbe 
right to acquire and hold tirritorj or, i,-?, the 
language of the Republican platforn?., *' The Con- 
stitution confers upon Congress sovereign power 
o's'er tbe Territories of the United States for their 
government, and that, in the exercise of this 
power, it is both the right a«d duty of Congresa 
to prohibit in tbe Territories those twin relics of 
barbarism, Polygamy and Slavery." And I 
hope, Sir, the Rapubliean party will stand firm 
cpon this position, whatever may oppose. But, 
it we cannot get rU we ask, like true patriots 
aud tras Republicans we will get all we can. If 
we cannot throw around our fellow- citizens safe- 
guards sufficient to secure all their righte. and 
Boouro to them and their posterity all the bless- 
Lags of liberty ice enjoy", we will nMverthelesa 
grant them all we can, and labor to protect them 
to the extent of ou? power. v . 

With this view then, we ask the Demoofatio 
party, and the National Administration, not to 
belie with their actions, their heretofore out- 
spoken and rogistered doctrines. We ask them 
no loviger to occupy the riclicuious position of 
avowing before an intelligent people, the doc- 
trines of free thoaght, freb action, free speech, 
Rnd having the power, do nothing to secure their 
pfiicieccy, yea move, withhold the means and the 
poller given tKen.\ to .iccure the end and object 
of these doctrines. Bat such ia the present po- 
F/ition of the National Admiuistr-atioia. It said 
give us th*^ power, and we wijl secure to the 
people of Kansas a free expression upon all 
questions of policy that enbir into and form a 
pi^rt of their discussions. Have they done it^? 
llvive they not by every art kiiown only to ex- 
pert operators, endeavored to keep out of pJglit 
md cover up a directly opposite course of con- 
duct. Kftu.qfts h?.8 indeed become » political 
Golgotha, and if the skulls of the great men of 
the Dr<mocrfttJc p^irty who have been sent to 
govern it, lie not bleaching npon her rich fields 
and in sr hixuritint valleys, it is not becauaa 
the Adtninistration, bfjcked up by the pressure 
of an iBfliience from a certain direction, has not 
done it.s part to secufe tbis resuit. And this is 
th'? worst Aoataire of the present condition of 

I have not time to particulsrizu here, but why 
his some of the b-jftt men of that parly been 
treated so coidly, in the patriotic discharge of 
tliwir duties, auo cheir fixed instructions ? Why 
Iiav-M tii.jy j)«oj;; .slaughtered when trying to gi^e 
ii>.>*?ey «i-.<.i ex?eutio3a to the very foucdation 
pT'iriciplo '.if %b.^ CtnciDuati platform, and the 
Kausf.'3 act, a principle ispnu which Mr. Bacha- 
nan --odi* into power, aad upon which the Na- 
-.iar'if. Aamini.st!aUou began to rear its pyramid 
ui" .sf.reu^t.Li t Thn people of the country know 
''by. Tr.ey are -iHily hraTiicg tbe reason, as 
•bxiy s-^e the Euy^;- -prions hand of time wrilicg 
! thw doHtiny of tbo pn s-eni Administration, in liv- 
ing characters, not to b'> eU'aoed, The fact ia too 
evident, that if at fivat inclined otherwise, the 
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party in power are endeavoricg to look two ways 
at once, to be npon your side a^id upon my side, 
{^ilh. »U dne deference to the inteiiigbuee of gen- 
tlemen,) and are trying to excuse themselveg for 
not taking the bigli poaition, tbey pledged to 
bold, wixen they came into power. Prom the 
first there has been & steady depattare from that 
position, until now, it ig seemingly prepared to 
take any course to propitiate the favor of that 
gi^nt interest, which, ha^t infused its poison into 
every part of the body politic, and which will 
turn upon its protector, like the venomous st-r- 
peut, after having bsea w&rmod to life in the 
bosom of a friend, and sting unto death. Who 
wonders then that the Governor speaks as he 
does of the present Administration, at Trhich 
some take exceptions ? Do you wonder that he 
styles the submission of a single sectit.^n of a 
Constitution only for the ratification of the peo- 
ple, when they demand action npon the whole, 
a3 a gross mockery of i?ub3tantial popular sov- 
ereignty, when such a Constitution" involves all 
ik rights and liberties of the pwple ? And sUll tb e 
President calls tbis a fair submission, and wonld 
give us to understand consequsntly, that the 
very letter and ?pirit of the Kansas- Nebraska act 
was sustained by such a course — when it is evi- 
dent to him, as to the whole country, a3 rovecl- 
etl in the letter of Gov. Walker, and by a tbon- 
saiid other sources, that bat a portion of the 
s^tttlers are satisfied with such a aubmissioa—sre 
lit war with almost every section of said Con^li- 
tntion, and fool tlifet it by no means embodies 
their sentiments upon scarcely any of the sub- 
jects St embraces. Popular Sovereignty I How 
beautiful are thy charrxis ! How lovely are Ihy 
ftltribtttea i i 

The government for a 'Terrirory should be. 
based upon the popular will of its" lawful inha- 
bitftnts, subject to tue Constitation, laws, treaties 
ftid compacts of the United Slates— -its ."idmis- 
sion Rs a state should be voluntary, with a Con- 
stitution of their own choice. Republican io 
form, and not in conflict with the Qei'eral Gov- 
ernroeMt. The necessity for this position to be 
asauraed and sustained here and elsewhere, as 
suggested by the Governor, exists in tbe fact, 
thftt such appeasrs not to be the aim f\nd objact 
of the present Administrfition — neither was it of 
tliolast. Prom the first eflbrt to inaugurate a 
government in Kansas, oateusibly npon a free 
expreflsion of the popular will, tbe people hava 
been cheated out of their rights, and in every 
attempt on their part to secure those rights, they 
have been overcome b? a hoardft of lawless des- 
peradoes, witbout political privileges upon their 
soil, invested at times witli the monitions of 
government even, and ihn^ .-ible more etiVotually 
?o defe&t the ?Fill of tb.s people. hTi-^H b&ve been 
passed by ihoae invaders and forced upon them» 
iJOt Republican in oharfteter, uuprecederit^^d in 
tbe hstory of jariscrud-jnce, and that rsaeh 
deeper down into the degradation of crime than 
any that liave ever before d s^raoed the Gtstntit?, 
of ^ny nation. Although ih-.a ba the fact, .<s,ri(: 
•"•ithoagh a large ma.i'>rily of the aclu?.l ti»'tle/&. 
of thnt Territory wt-re, and are t>ow, known to 
be (iirectiy opposed to them,— ahhough the be.=,t 
blooa oi our ra.ce b>?i3 tlo^red forth upon thst 
^ 'il, io. defence of the rights guaranteed to every 
one Dpder tbe Coustitutioi), and reiterated in the 
organic aot of organization rf ferrad to ; all these 
laots clearly set forth and enatained by anthcrlty 



and under the direction of Congress — still the 
Administration, invested with full power, and 
uuder every obligation possible, Las turned a 
deaf ear to the cry of redress, and by withhold- 
ing, baa permitted desperaaon and ruin to work 
its fearful results in tbe land. 

A Senator has remarked, that this unt'ortanate 
result has been mainly brought aboat by the 
wiilfalaess and design of the Free State men, 
inatigatsd or backed up by the E*pnblican party 
— desiring to keep this *' Bear on exhibition con- 
tinually " for party purposes and political efifeot. 
Ke says, '* Whejj. you will, yon wont," when 
there is an opportunity to strike for freedom, 
soma iuftrior excuse is used by Republicans oi- 
FfPG f;t:4te men to hide behind, in order to evside 
tbe question, and when there is no opportunity 
to elfsct our object, we are greatly exercised in 
f*.vo;. r-f liberty. I must confesis that such a 
etatOLjicUt, if made in good eurneet, exhibits a 
very .superficia.! view of the facts in the case. 
Tho iaw3 forced upon them, recognizing and 
sustaining Slavery, ail ftction under them would 
be unsatisfactory. Denied pvotecttoii from the 
first in the exercise of their just rights, there has 
at no time bden any hope or expHetatioa of se- 
curing those lights by any effort thoy might 
msike. T,hs history of the straggle balwoea tlw 
tvro opposiog elemeuttJ in Kausa?, as ovinced by 
the almost united testimony of those sent to go- 
vern that Territory, haa baen thftt th^3 people, 
the actual settlera, those who were invented with 
the powers and obligations of real citizens, could 
not as hiah-minded and honorable men, submit 
to constilutional obligations and reatraiats, or to 
results and elfecta growing out of such obliga- 
tions, in the framiog of which they had no voie^>, 
and •c.rere forbidden copartlcipati?. And now,&gaii:i 
it m i'.ont/):-t to force npon that unfortunate pfec - 
pie, to C'.fVrtplete the pyogramrvie, the Laoomptoji 
Corigt?tauoo — known to be opposed by a larsjft 
majority of the inhabitants, devoid of ail lepub- 
iicau. elemeats, and a violation of the orgacic act 
under which the Territory w*s orgar.izrid. Dof-.a 
any gentleman take the c:round that all is fair in 
the sabmiKsioa of this Conatitntinvi to the peo- 
ple, in tbe marjuer BUQUined by the Preeideut 
and his gnppoirt«rH 1 Is it not true, that whihj 
voling for the Ccuslitution without Sia^eiy, 
they were s!ili voting and compelled to r:>co,«- 
T-iz9 it as one of the dading attjibatea of Ihwu- 
poliiical exiattsnce — besides su3tainiv)g other mea- 
sures abhorreut to their belter judgment, and 
with no foundation in the good seuse and will of 
the people ? Most certainly this is the true stale 
of the case. 

That Conetitation declares in regard to Sla- 
very, .scHclion first: — "The right of property i.a 
bt^fore and higher than any Constitutional sanc- 
tion, and the right of the owner of a slave to 
each sla^e and its increase is the same, and 
inviolabie, as the rii^ht of the owner of any 
property whftlevt^r." Section second: — *'Thi-> 
Le.HiRiK.ttue slj&'il have no power to pues la?ra 
for the Hrnanciyjition of slaves without the cou- 
.?ent of theii- owmars, or without payittg their 
owufrrs priecioas to I'manoip&iioa, a fnli equiva- 
lent in mchey for the slaves so emaijoioated," 
Airiin, in vi'oviding how the vot'? ora thy Gousti- 
tation ohail be adjasted, it say.q fnrllu r : — " ff 
upon fucu examinations of said poll books it 
shfill appuftr thai a majority of tbe legal volf-s 
cast at said election be in favor of the Consti- 
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tulion * with no Slaveyy/ tlien tlie article pro- 
viding for Slavery flltah be fitrlcken from this 
Constitution by the President of this Conven- 
tion, and Slavery shall no longer exist in the 
State ot Kansas {except tliat the nght of property in 
slaves now in thii Territory shall in no manner be 
interfered wif/i")— a xnost beautiful correspon- 
dence of ideas indeed, to declare in the same 
sentence that Slavery shall not «^xist, and pro- 
vide for its exiBteace. Again, the Gonstitulion 
in providing for future amendu^jients, which 
cannot in any way be begun under the Consti- 
tution previous to 1864, says :~" Said delegates 
80 elected shall meet within three nionths after 
said election for tho purpose of revising, amend- 
ing or changing the Constitution, but no altera- 
tion shall be made to affect tho rights of property 
in the ownership of slaves." 

It is a significant fact., too, in «o.uneetion with 
the process of any alteration to the Constitution, 
that although it is provided that auch alteration 
may take place after the year 1864, it would 
doubtless be lonir after that tiine before awy 
amendment could be secured The Legislature 
elected after 1864 would not be elected till about 
1866, and then it would have to submit the 
question to the people, and then the question 
would have to go before the new Legislature 
which would meet in 18G8 ;'ai>d then the election 
would be called some time after that. So that 
upon this Constitution the Senate coald not be 
changed in less than four years ; an ameadmeut 
could not be adopted regularly, fairly, nmuT the 
Constitution prior to so)iie'»^rh«re aboo.t 1870." 

It is argued, however, by the President, md 
his friends reiterate it with a great deal of em- 
phasis, that should the Lecompton Constitution 
pass aud become the fmidameutAj l*^?- of Kansas, 
as it would, that tha people could alter it at tli^ir 
will, and as soon as thty safr fit, upon the doc- 
trine that the people should rule. This is strange 
doctrine, indeed, for the President to use at this 
lata day, after having ig330red it thus far, in all 
the affairs of that Territory. Bat is his position 
true ? Every Legislature is the creature of the 
Constitution, and derives its powt^s frora the 
Constitution of the State. Admit Kansas upon 
the Lecompton Constitution, and the Legislature 
would be bound under the oath which they 
would be obliged to tiike to support it, previous 
to any action under it, to conform to all its pro- 
visions in regard to its amendment or repeal, as 
well as to it in any other matter of legislation. 
The Constitution would be the fnudsimental law 
of the State, as everywhere, and all h^gialaiion 
for alteration or repeal nxml oonform to suck 
lai? or would be of no binding force or ^-tfro^. 
Hence the argument of the P.>r«rfr3.ent falls to the 
ground, and the pHople of Kai5i?as would b^ 
obliged to wait under the Constitu'ioz!, for any 
alteration until the time prpscril'f?d in their Con- 
stitution as before stated, unless they re.sort to 
revolutionary means to accomplish such a 
righteous reault. 

Whore then is the ri?;ht to exeludw Slavery ? 
The subroission of thn C'-UHtilufioJi & nu:r^\ 
pretense, while earn hi'-'S b.;ya tsi'fcH-i to threw 
around the itistitntion every bnlw-'firk of dyfotiOH 
that ingenuity aod chio?.n<^fy cocjld dn-vi:^^. 

It is provided furtb-n*, \n sub-s-auce. for th-; 
purpose of cntTiug olTany future legislation, and 
holding the povver against a majority of the peo- 
pla^ that the laws ixi force at the framiug of th<3 



Constitution should exist and remain' in full 
force until amended or repealed by the Legisla- 
ture ehoseii under the provisions of the Consti- 
tution. Those horrid laws are familiar to the 
people of the whole country, and I need not re- 
peat them here. But if they voted for the Con- 
stitution in either shape proposed by the Cojs- 
vention, they were compelled to swear allegianco 
to such laws, which not only rcovignised, but 
protected and fostered the very enormity at which 
thev rebelled. 

With the large number of Slaves already in the 
Territory, and the usual rate of increase under 
the beautiful arrangements of the peculiar Insti- 
tution for propagating the human ohattle race, 
when I ask can the people expect to banish the 
inatitutlon from the soil. But supposing the 
people should arise in due time in their acknowl- 
edged strength, and asserting their just rights, so 
amend their Constitution as to abolish Slavery 
and involuntary servitude from among them— 
what then ? Why, the Supreme Court comes in 
to the rescue, backed up by the President, and 
declares that the right of property in man or of 
the owner in his Slave is inviolable, and can iu 
no way be interfered with by any enactments for 
his freedom, without the consent 'of his owner— 
a doctrine as adverse to the spirit of the Consti- 
tution, as truth is to error, and as oppressive as 
death to the hopes of life. Madison, himself, 
resisted this idea iu the discussions incident to 
the forming of the Constitution, with all his 
strength, not willing that the remotest idtfs 
should be embodied in that instrument, of tlic 
right of property in man. 

The people of Kansas understood well thy 
hypocrisy of such a submission as proposed by 
the convention, and sustained by the Admiui.s- 
tration, and I do not wonder that the hi^ih- 
minded Walker turned .in disgust and with 
loathing from the proposition, and rather retir<^ 
from the field of his duties, than be a party to 
such diabolical treachery and usurpation. How 
does this course, on the pan of the fijovernmeut, 
compare with the inducements held cut by the 
President, to the actual settlers in Kansits to go 
fori^yard in the patriotic discharge of their duties, 
as citizens, under tb.') protection of the General 
Government, with every assurance of sympathy 
avad support. They might, indeed, rest upon a 
faithful interpretation and execution of the 
Kansas act for such assurance, but they have 
hsid in addition to that the positive declaration 
of the President himself, that that act should 
b.:t faithful carried out and executed. He says : 
" What a conception was it tor Congrnsa to ap- 
ply this simplH rule that a majority shall govern 
to the settlement of the questioa of domestic 
Slavyry in the Territories." Again :— It is tho 
imperative and indispenoable duty of the Gov- 
ernVutmt of the United States to secure to every 
reaident inhabitant the free and iDdepeudfiJit 
f'xpreBsicu of this opinion by his vote. This 
ssK;r?.d right of each individual tnust be pre- 
>Hrved." Aj<a.in :— " The institutious of Kansas 
.•;b< uld ha e8t8,biiijhed by llw vote of the people 
of KiUiijas, urtawed and unint»^rrupted by ior<w 
cod fraad." And ai^jain :— " When such a Con- 



^'.itulion .shall be submitted to the i)eopi« of the 
Territory they must be protected in the e.yerciSH 
UiHir right" of voting for or against that instru- 
ment, and the fair expresssion of the popular win 
must not be interrupted by fraud or violence. > 



The President says nothing here about sub- 
mitting a single section, but the imtrument as a 
whole, undivided, an honest, fair submiasioxi — 
a submission that is in harmony with common 
sense and plighted faith. Has this been the re- 
i^ait ? Have these guarantees been exeuuted by 
tke President ? Has the strong arm of executive 
powwr and influence been thrown around the 
peacefal citizens of that oppressed territory, to 
secure their constitutional rights? Certainly 
aot. Almost every man sent to govern it has 
bean recalled and divested of his official charac- 
ter and power, when in the coarse of events, fol- 
lowiDg the dictates ot an enlightened judgtaant 
and conscience, he haa dared to recommend and 
tarry out such measures as would tend towards 
a free expression of the popular will, against re- 
striction of vested rights, and hostile to foreign 
interference. 

The President, in his last message to CocgresSj 
urging the admission of Kansas with the Leoonip- 
lon Constitution, basis his argument for the va- 
lidity of the Convention that framed it, upoa 
the action of the Territori?^! Legislature that call- 
ed it together, overlooking or omitting the im- 
portant fact, tiiftt a great majority of the Rofcu*s 
inhabitants have never recognized that legisla- 
ture as legal, constituted by foreign influence, 
and not by the popular will of the Territory. — 
The early usurpation of the government, by vio- 
lence and fraud, the iniquitous legislation that 
followed, the test oaths, p.nd the demon-like 
oppression that controlled the tribunals of jus- 
tice, perverting the natural course of law and or- 
der — all are passed by by the President, and 
which is the great hinge upon which the argu- 
ment turns. 

A people that would submit to all this base 
usurpation, would be unworthy the name of 
Aviericans, and poor representatives of that high 
and eomKaandiiig patriatism that threw off a fo- 
reign yoke of oppression, and stood forth to the 
world independent and free. It -xm an evil 
thought, too, of the Prenident, that waa suggest- 
ed in his last message to Congress, that conside- 
rations of peaoe ard order required them to dia- 
rt!)jard tbo right? of a few thousand citizen«t of 
Kansas, who hav*^, up to this moment, resisted 
'ippressiow and usnrpad power and its cojise- 
qaent ornel enactments, and listen to tlie de- 
mands of that ev<?r insatiable interest of fourteen 
Stat-js of Ihis TJuion, as opposed to the higher 
md nobler seritifcentg of freedom and humanity. 
And Hguia, the false hop'=i that such a course 
woald nil ay the storm cf agitation and briug to 
quit't ftll th(? political elements in and out of 
ivftus&a, is anprnmly ridiculous. The great fires 
V.vAi are barning now at the very heart of thf3 
Dsuiooratic ptvrly. would, by euoh a eonrsf, per- 
vade the 'rhole body, and consume all its vitality 
hnd strfcgth. ^^nt;h a wilfnl d<*parture from 
w'vod ffli.tb flud HoiiVkfi Democracy could never be 
toUi'at-^d hy the people at l»rg»», and iTJStttad of 
»Ua.y!aK -i^ritHtion w<fuld increase it, and those 
li'M k olortrig of which ilii> President speaks, and 
so moch ff^ars, ihat are hov^erir.g over onr coun- 
iry, would fiettU* down rspou him with such den- 
■'i' v, that tOH pnnphin!.' of lif« would never again 
!'nr<lit(:>a his political fiky. What, position tjiore 
•I-!'' i._;alorv to a party, or more rHpngnaiit to the 
. nuciples of self-gov«»rT>.mm;t, than the oivi held 

thtf present adm,inl3tratioiJ, as we have shown ? 
Thii} strange course on the part of the President, i 



is attempted to be explained or apologised for in 
several wajs. Some say he is crazy, others that 
he is m^d, while nearly all have come to the coe- 
cluHion, that he idi not at all the man they took 
hitu to be. However, this may be, some things 
are eer ain. He puryues his courije against the 
better sense of his own party, against the proud- 
est positions of his better and more vigorous 
days, and it must bo, fcgainst his highest and 
most gfscrsd convictions of truth and duty. Too 
g?«at iuttirests aio to be hazarded, by stopping 
thus to appologise for fuch an unwarrantable 
course, or to frame spacious argumonta, by which 
to bolster up the sinking fortune of an old 
mryu, who fc;\s sho'-'v'u himself too wer»k for his 
position, and too little nerve to resist the grow- 
ing oppo.-ituu. to constitutional rights and cou- 
ytitutional iib^^rty. The Democratic party in 
1856, r-'i'TH loud in th^ir discussiona, that Kansas 
could x.ot bo a Sl&ve State tender the Kansa'? ^<•^., 
Aiul thnt Mr. Bucb avian ^vas pledged by evt»ry 
consid-'rAtion of D-ji:nacrs»t'ic fskith and former po- 
=ul-.c.7,i, to give the pctophs a fair expression, and 
t,h-3 result woalJ b-^. tb.s..' Bhe would be admitted 
wn a Si:+U! in f'.pvte of sll opprsiticu. Taking 
advantag'j of ^^!.J. tij.'e re?.r.lts of trickery and gross 
villainy, that h>^v^^ b.jpn perpetrated in the name 
and under the sarsction of the government, the 
PrH^hient nom d^iclares, that '* Kansas is as much 
a Si..'ftve Stale as Gteorgisi or South Carolina " Who 
is teaponsible for this trtfachery ? Who has de- 
ceived the people t If no jr^Et principle is to b»* 
reg5ird'H.l, if rAst-airat is to be observed, and 
every man rt:'gif,rd2>^f5S of .his neighbors vested 
rights, and thone laigh and manly considerations 
Hint grow oi}i oi" ht).,a:'an r^i^ponsibility, can rush 
onward in a oours-. of irjesponsible conduct, 
what will be th<^ eyd 

Again it is oUiuKrd, i^'ir, by the letter writor.s 
frota the seat of (^ovHro meet, that the occupancy 
of thn seat held by t-.bv Spea&yr of chi3 House 
by the will of his pt^r«c-^, (and which ! hope will 
be honore(«. by him dnr>ug ihis session) while it 
is a triumph of the soft ^?]0ment of the Bemocrfk- 
cy of this State, is a pi<'';lge that New York will 
be true to her ^)l^mocrali i repvesentativos in sua- 
taining the Lecomptoa swindle. I think that 
our AnHrkan friends c*u hardly subscribe to 
this doctrine, and thus be 'nade the means of 
such e3:idorgement ; atid ^%rK it be that the De- 
moetaoy of Ihltj IXou^e, 'of this State, are rea- 
dy to be sold and transf^rr-ed ov(^r to their would 
be. masters, upoiTi auoh conditionR ? Thf; hungry 
hoard of irresponBibie office- Sfiei?ers» that Iiavp 
been for weeks crowding the strrHta and avenues 
of the Federal city, i-t-ndy to barter in thoir po- 
litical commodities, sack as positions, eharactnr 
arid votes, I believe can never fulfill their con- 
tract, by bringing into th--< .-lupport of such high- 
handed and pwrfidioas outrage many upon ihla 
floor, nor the vest nmi-siw of the Domocracj of 
thi-s Statr. 

I aui fuliv aware, however, of the tenacity 
with which men cling to party right or wrong, 
especisiDy when the discipline is as strong and as 
cruel as that of the Democratic party at the pre- 
.Mexit time. There is uo manhood in such sub- 
mission. I maj listen to men's advice and sug- 
gestionSj and bw govHrned by their counsel if i 
deem It wise, btst no raan has a right to de- 
mand a complete fiuf ■.:','!! der of my self-rospact 
as a thinkiii^^g being, my manhood or indepeu- 
dence espaciallyy when to do so, I must stifle 
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ihe ccnfiraied convictions of »u honest jadg- 
msct and repudiate all my previous, declared 
aod wide-spread opiuions. I rejoine that tbe 
Democratic party are not all to be tlins bound 
Every touch of the wire is revealing this con- 
soling fact, as it records someuew oatbreak of tb.o 
political coEtftgion that is raging with sanb fury 
atnocg the Democracy of the Isnd. G^^ntleraen 
may eay then that they are sufficiently on record 
ia favor of the views advanced, W*j jm-^ not 
to be deceived by this declaration. Now is tbe 
time when inclinations to do good, being 
eued by tha seductions of place and poiver, 
should be.strenjjthened by tbe sympathy <>f the 
people, and when the good cboer ot fr«er>'ieu 
fjom ail our land should pour iB upon ocr fidrh- 
fal servants, who are amid the storm snu farj 
of political strife holdiog up the Cosjftlitution 
md libertieu of our people with strong arms and 
giant hearts. 

I had hoped before this to have heard a better 
defence upon this ♦ioor, of the National Demo- 
cracy, by its supporters, for in ii^pr^eent eriticfti 
oonditjon it, naeds all the life my'l po^S'sr tlia.t its 
most ardent friends can givo if, It will not do 
to resolve in caucus, where the irorf rule of 
party discipline overawes ev*-ry - independent 
and manly desire at times, but the open field 
of discussion is the phee to bring out the 
truths and facts that eon-stitute tha elements and 
character of onr efforts and oar party. The 
Democratic party of this Legielaturo bss taken 
j^round by re=?olution i?Ji caucus I discover, iv 
favor of the Admi:ifstrat5.on in its high-hrvndfd 
course of wrong and cr.^rago, in foi-ciog upoi) 
a pKople, against all precedent and jusslce, 
a.i^aicf.l t.})e cardinal principle upon which it 
prottrjda to act, a Gosiititntion, thn offspring of 
-nyindle, fraud and violence. Such a ciouraa re 
qoira.-; a dofecoe from gentlemen upon this floor 
who support it. 

But how does this position comport 'sviih rhe 
'jKj.^'ition held by the Democratic party 1-7 thie 
SUiie ju lS5r), when they tcok grouivi 
folio ?vs : — 

" Jlesolvcd, That while the f)eraccriicy cf tliia StcU^ 
will ruilhtuUy luJhoro to aU iho compronii.^cfi of f bot'jn- 
siitution, ftiid JTiiiinitiiin all iho ro.i!.;rvccl rU;bts of thy 
States tlhn' deoiu this nn r.ppronriaio occ.nBk?;i to dec!ar« 
their lixeJ hcsLiliiy io.tvho exvewaioii of cluvory into i^'vec- 
Tf^vritory ; — 

" Rtjsolved, Thsit we t^i'ard tlie orjJUDizrition of hfinds 
of ariMo.l bori5< rnrs, and thoir admission into thf- Terri- 
tory of KaO'iis not ua honii fide boIvIo.'p. hui fur tho ib!<;i- 
blir eubvorftlon of the r?i,'bt8 of ilH Ir-gnl oluctor', nof ozjU 
fiB a vioiJViion ot tha pnnce 01 IhoUnion m d tr;o Ti.ili'.fi rf 
ihe coniinunity asPAiltw, but, as distinctly Bubversiv^ of 
tbo Mi'etii of Ojfj^rces, as iloolftn^d in tiio bill orgo/ii7.i;;>? 
tho caid Territories, to iia^e tho^wp^" P'''rt<-'(>'S J fr.;;'o 
form their own dnmcatlc irstifuiions in thoi' o'r-- ••' ny, 
BU joct only to iho Cini^tiiulion of th« lT ;ited Stjies; 
and that a' 1 t;owc«r <.)f tho FeJoritl and Tor/itoi it.! Gov- 
ornmonts ooouhl bs oxor fd to reareip ih h'-> ontmsiGS, 
iiP'l vii d ca:,f. th", ri«l:tH of tho fMm \f\ thf'n'.;;f." 

It is remarkable how far ibw Democracy 'if 
this U>dY have dep&rte<-.^ fr.om their poai'ioii, to 
snstsin an Ad mi 111.^1 ration, of v/i-jch tlii-y ave 
the t-nsUved subj^ect.s, in a cour.?H of wroBg and 
vioieuco, ''or thn redress w^^inh, tb^v but re« 
cently declared StAte Coiiveiiticn,.. •u'<t »U the 
power of the Ff^derit) Gov rr-n.-^nt .-honid be 
execttid.. The i?eA lhat liUedimj Kansas^' 
i-t any ioncer a l-obry ^'nr tbe R-pnolieaji par- 
ty to ride, 1 thidk is prevty oxpioded — 
while still it is true, tlia'; at no time in her brief 
but unparsll'-led b.i.'-tory hn^ s\l^^ bet-n so sev{-,reiy 
tried as at tiie present., stfuggtinic!' beufath the 
iron rule of Kxecunye power, and writhing be- 



neath the wrongs of violence and fraud. The 
Kansas question is no longer local in its charac- 
ter, the issues tbat have grown out of it, spresd 
all over our land, and are now being made by 
the National Democracy, the very test of fealty 
and political fello»=rship. The work of excoic 
munieation and decapitation is going on, i-d 
all the vast power and patronage of the Admin* 
fstration of this Government, is being brought 
to the consummation of the basest villainy undw 
tbe name Demncraey. Tammany Hall, in awful 
majesty, is sftadiug forth its thunders against 
the nobh'.^t .spirits of the Democracy of that city 
(without sps»5?ing disparagingly of any of the 
representntion on this floor), and tbe political 
^uilloJlni-? ia producing its fearful results in every 
?<=ctio}j of the lanri, to force men to succumb to 
the .jcandate of a Slaveocrscy, more to be hatsct 
than tbe worst de.-ipotism on earth. The 
" Goose " test must be applied to every Port 
.Master in power, and to every sspplicant for po- 
.sition under the Administration, and without a 
full endorsement of the favorite scheme now 
before Congress, no favors are received, and all 
patronage is withdrawn. The AdrainietratioE 
may be under tbe sterrj necessity, perhaps, of 
pursuing such a course to pieserve its identity, 
and secnre » present triumph, but by so doing 
it abajidons its vital principle of Squatter Sov- 
ereignty; and would over-ride the will and voice 
of cur vvhole people as represented in Congress. 

That body, after the most severe struggle that 
probably ever occurred between Liberty and 
Slav 'ly ia our National Cocncils, when, upon 
the one si(3e were arrayed all the elements of 
hatred and despotism, and upon the othei tbe 
broad and comprehensive impulses of patrioliam 
and truth, recently decided, by a vote of refer- 
ence of the question of Kansas admission to & 
select comajiitee, to investigate its claims, and, 
if possible, to fathom the stupendous frauds con- 
nected with the Lscompton Swindle." Bet 
what does the Admiuistration do ? It gives the 
m&jority of such committee to the party opposed 
to euoh"investit;ation, and who ere wow- resisting 
it, aud thtowinar eve>:.T obstacle in the way of 
such a result When was there ever such treat- 
ment to the People and their Representatives? 
I no not wonder that the chairman of that com- 
mittee said, in rw/erence to this subject, that 

The occasion ia f>ue of the gravest import. I; 
h lilile less than for Congress, by a legisiative 
act, to m.%ke aiaves of a whole community of 
white s:.f;u It is not .1 question of negro servi- 
tude at Jsil." 

Again bo says : " Before I will abase myseif 
by endorsement of the monstrous villainies 
which are said to bave been perpetrated in ths 
oonnoction and consummation of this scheme of 
White Slavt^ry, I will suflt^if crucifixion hei.d 
downwards." ' This is the language of a Ddmo- 
cratic leader in ConKrees, snd, as I have br^foro 
remarked, must bn the doctrine of the Demo- 
cratic party of this country, if it will be oor-sist- 
ent with its professions, or the whole concern 
must go into a speedy liquidation, and be among 
the things that \vere ' Tha same deep plan, da- 
vised by the hot-headed disnni.cniets of the 
South, and thus f^r winked at and executed by 
the ruHiig power of the Government, so far £3 
its preliminary operations iu Kansas are con- 
cerned, {3>ow being consummated by a D mo- 
cratic Congress, and the Government at Wash- 
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ington. Acknowleclging the supreme right of 
the people to make their own laws &ud form 
their own institutioDS» ucder the Constitntion of 
the United States aod its protection; and hav- 
ing the mco^ trovQrtible evidence, and which, 
too, is not denied, from evmj Democratic Gov- 
ernor sent to preside over the destinies of that 
peopl-, that they havo been outraged from the 
begiDniug, and had no fair expression of their 
will— still the Demooratio party in power, at all 
hazards, presses its determined opposition to in- 
vestigation and light, and thtts wilfally and 
blindly overrides every DamocraticIconstitDtional 
right, and the loudest professions of popular 
liberty. If the people should rule, why not heed 
the large majority recently given agalnat the 
Constitution now before Congrees by the people 
of the Territory, when called together by tha 
Acting Q-overnor (Stanton), to give a free ex- 
pression of their choice in regard to that instrn- 
msnt, without fraud or violence " 

It is idle to say, that at the Constitutional ^It-c- 
tion provided by the Constitntion, the majority 
were in favor of that instjument. as now sus 
t&ined by the Admicistratiou, recognizing and 
perpetuating Slavery in that T!:>rritory, for all 
the machinery of government was eo shaped, by 
such Convention, as to throw into and hold in the 
hands of the pro-slavery minority in the Terri- 
tory the whole apparatus of said election, by ap- 
pointing a new set of election officials, the com- 
plete tools of such Convention, entirely irre- 
sponsible to the proper authority ; and also re- 
quiring the returns of such election to be made 
to Mr. Calhoun, the President of said Conven- 
tion, respoEsibie to no one, and with absolute 
power over such returns. Why not respect the 
governing power of the Territory ? Why not 
allow these returns to come before a Democratic 
Gfovernor? B^^oause it was well known by that 
Convention, which wa? hostile to such power, 
from past developments of ir iquity and fraud, 
that the base villianies which they intended to 
perpetrate, and which they did accomplish in 
such election, would never be allowed. Hence 
the Convention kept the whole machinery in its 
own hands, and by cruel and unjust provisions 
relative to such election prevented every honest 
actnal resident from participating in it. One 
half of the counties were shot out from the 
privileges of such election by the wilful neglect 
of tha parties of registration, while a large por- 
tion of the Free State voters in the counties 
where such act was recognized, were designedly 
omitted, and thus prohibited therlghtof voting. 
Agai -, it required all who participated, to tafee 
oath to support the Constitution and laws in 
force in the Territory ; which Constitution, if 
adopted in either shape as proposed by the Con- 
vf^r.tion, with or without Slavery, still acknow- 
ledged it 88 one of the ic.-tiiutions of the Terri- 
tory ; for it expressly i^icvided that no action on 
the part of people or legislature should inter- 
fere with Slavery as it then existed among 
them. Should the Constitution be adoptei— 

tcith no Slavery "—it would still exis't with 
them as they thea had it, with all its fruitful in- 
crease ; but without any further importation ot 
slaves, should it be adopted—" icith Slavery 
it would acknowledge full sweep to the Consti- 
tution, with all its prolific sources of power ari^i- 
iug from, importation, as well as natnra) Increase 
What an artful aeheme to defraud the people, 



and still treacherously calculated to .orsswer the 
demand and just right of the people, to be heard 
at the ballot box, for or against the Constitution. 
Hence the necessity and the paramount justice 
of the Acting Governor in this exigency ; while 
the people were raging with fury, outraged at the 
orimes committed against their dearest rights, 
and which had arisen heaven- high in their enor- 
mity, to heed their united cry for delivery from 
these wrongs, which he felt to be real as well as 
they, and call the Legislature together to devise 
means for their protection. 

They met, as a Democratic body, fresh from 
the people, with a Democratic Governor at their 
head, who held in his pocket tuc instructions 
of a Democratic President and Administration, 
" to give the people a free expression of their tciii, 
without fraud or violence,^' in the adoption of their 
Constitution, aisd which required* him, as he 
says in substance, not to depart from such in- 
structions under any circumstances or emergency 
whatever. Under & high sense of fxaot justice, 
the great Damocratic principle of Popular 
Sovereignty " before their eyes and fllling their 
hearts, appealing to all hocest men for support, 
they enacted, upon the advice of the Governor, 
that all the people, the actual bona fide inhabit- 
ants, should meet at a specified time, unmolest- 
ed, without inteiference from any source, and 
vote for the Constitution or against it. 

The result ia before the Country and Congress. 
The people of the Territory were moved through- 
out all its vast extent and numerons preoinctSi, 
ond decided, by a vote of over ten thoasand ma- 
jority, against said Constitution With this 
state of facta on record, with this astonishing 
and clear developuaentof " Squatter Sovereignty" 
before the President and Congress, they are fore 
ing upon the vast masses of the people of Kan- 
sas againet their will a Constitution of a small 
minoriiy of about two thousand pro-slavery men 
in that Twrritcry. If, bir, there be any point in 
the fabulous idea of old, we should think that 
the gods were making the President and his ad- 
visers mad, that they might destroy them. At 
all events their destruction will come. Were 
they ignorant of the facts, or had they reasons 
to question this state of things there might be 
some excuse for them. But the case is plain. 
Governors and Secretaries of their own choice, 
pro-slavery in their tendencies and desires, all 
appeal to them to heed the facts, and not take 
the course they aro pursuing, unless they wish 
to abandon evnry sacred guarantee they have 
given, and ignore the great fnndamantal prinoi- 
ples of ccnttivntiona! right and Democratic faith. 
G.>v. Wise denounces it as an ti- Democratic, and 
subversive of the very foundation upon which 
that party has built its tower of strength. 

But, sir, it is said that this scheme will suc- 
ceed — that the Administration is powerful 
enough to force it through Congress, and upon 
an outraged people. From present appearances 
I do not doubt it. It was thought, sir, that we 
could hardly endure the blow that was struck 
at the liberties that grow out of our obligations 
acd rights under a ^* higher law," in 1850, and 
again dealt oat to us in 1854 by the Democratic 
party in this country, which, to be sure, has up- 
heaved the great deep of our political sea, still I 
do not know but it is indispensable that this 
last grand tragedy in the great play of ruin, con- 
cocted by the enemies of our liberty, and un- 
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wlseljf participated in hj a Deraooratic Admiuis- 
tration, aud npheld by soms upon this floor, 
should be played out and the end designed so- 
oompUshsd. Bat tyoo to the participants in this 
scheme ! They will rami their jnst reward at 
the hands of a people, who caanot bo sold, but 
who will, if neceaasry, go forth fo help their 
fello=f-cltizeii8 in Kansas to throw off an oppres- 
sion they hiwe forced upon th^^m against thf if 
loud appeals for rodress and relief. The patri- 
ots of "'TG " bad sctiio''ent cause for d.:clari ;g 
themselves fr>:e from a foreign rule of injastics, 
ftB attest-ijd by the fa^or of Hlsaven, that rcst'?d 
upon their efForljj to Si>cnre Bneh resul , a-.id 
brought them out into the "land of promise." 
How much miH'e rea&on to resist Uavh om* fellow 
citizens ia Kansas, being ft>road into the Union 
with a Oon"titntion ooucsivad in fraad, and 
against their will, subversive of all the rights of 
a fre-^ ciiizeu, tit thiij noon- day of onv wxi&tvtnce, 
with the full light of liberty beaming upon nd t 
I would not, sir, utter one word in favor ot dis- 
order, disunion, or stdfe; but the argument ef 
non-intervention and submission I hear from 
the supporters of the Administration upon the 
floor of this House, would lead me to stand gtili, 
and see not only branch after branch of the glo- 
rious tree of liberty, in whose shade we have all 
regaled our aspiring natures, cut off and destroy- 
ed ; but to Witness the glorious old relic of an 
early day of struggle, plsnted by our patriot fa- 
thers and watered by their blood, taken out by 
the very roots, without a remonstrance or a 
struggle. Where resistance to oppression and 
outrage in our government should b»gin, is a 
problem perhaps to be solved. But 1 have yet 
to learn that it is Democratic and just to submit 
to what is now being perpetrated upon a portion 
of our people. I received my lessons of devo- 
tion to my country and its liberties, from the 
lips of patriot ancestors, who never counsdled 
such ignoble submission, and I should prove re- 
creant to the highest impulses of my nature, if 
I would not sympathise with, and lend a hand, 
to every man or people straggling to be free. 

I am glad, Mr. Chairman, of the privilege of 
speaking out my sentiments as one invested w^ith 
the prerogatives of a representative upon this 
floor, and thus more prominently give my adhe- 
sion to the great and fundamental doctrines that 
underlie all our institutions, and give tone and 
character to all onr eftort to secure the right. 
Whfttevar may be the result of this discussion, 
the great question of human liberty and the in- 
alienable rights of our fellow- citizens under 
whatever sun they dwell, will surely find pro- 
tection in the warm sympathy and great heart of 
the hosts of freemen in this land. Like the deep 
irresistible current of the mighty river, moving 
on quietly but majestically to the ocetrn, so the 
tide of human progress, moved by a powerful 
hand, and concrolled in lis course by the expan- 
sive power of free thought, will rush on to the 
great ocean of our country's destined f5UCoess, 
and bury deep in its mighty waters the last ves- 
tige of human bondage. The issues connected 
with the subjects of this discussion are not alto- 
gether political in their nature, though intimate- 
ly connected with our political character and 
the governmental policy of the country. They 
enter into every ramification and labyrinth of 
our moral, social, intellectual and religious sys- 
tems, and have become already incorporated in- 



to our varied being. A want of manly indepen- 
dence in its defencpj and a strict adhesion to the 
eternal truth that is the bottom stone of our po- 
litical fabric '* That all men are created equal, 
endowed by their Creator will certain in alien able 
rights, among which are life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness," is the most lamentable fact 
of the age. In the pursuit of wealth, chasicg 
after the illegitimate rewards of a degrading and 
unholy ambition, we have lost siiht of the old 
land marks, to which, when in the severest 
storms and struggles connected with our early 
bistury, we were wont to oling and feai secure. 
To this leading star in our system, the eye of the 
trn Patriot has alwr,js turned, and following its 
course, has been led triumph&ntly through eve- 
ry struggle, whrfft the groat fundamental princi- 
plssof truth were its basis and its hope. 

^^^jit is to be regretted that we have departed 
fr'.>m the simplicity and integrity of our patriot 
["'athers, who, as evlDced by their whole lives 
of devotion to their country's highest good, 
lost sight of their own personal aggrandizement 
and honor, only as that condition resulted from 
'he high character of their country. Unlike 
the immortal Patriot, our own Washtogton, 
vrhcse name is a familiar household word where 
civilization and Christianity have left the impress 
of a higher life, who, after having earned a 
orown, resigned it, and preferred to retire into 
the bosom of his admf ring country, the great 
majority of our leading men. would rather 
seize upon that orown and fatten upon the very 
substance and life of their country. A high 
principle of moral rectitude ; a profound regard 
for the simple truths of the Declaration, and an 
inflexible adherence to the sublime principles of 
action, that grow out of human responsibility^ 
are all losing their power over men in the poli- 
tical world, when they should shine forth in all 
t heir beauty and splendor. piTi^^^ji^ ^^^^M 
We are learning too fast. It is nothing now- 
a-day to become a Statesman in a day, to jump 
to a " fall grown Solomon," in the political 
world, at one leap of disgraceful filibustering or 
accident, when there is no ballast or weight of 
character, that an age of study and an honorable 
experience has seen red. It is only upon the lat- 
ter condition of things the country can rely, and 
feel a perfect security. I would oast no reflec- 
tions upon the younger element of our times, 
which is too much given to buncombe, and too 
little to sound practical effect and sense ; but re- 
gret that no higher and nobler purpose moves it 
onward, than is seen in its aims and efforts. In 
politics, so far as applicable to our advanced ca- 
reer, let us return to early doctrines and early 
integrity, and, by cutting loose from party, as 
such, gave as it affords a laudable means for the 
development and practical carrying out of the 
great distinctive doctrines of a free, just and an 
enlightened government, stand out upon the 
high ground of independent thought and action. 

An inflexible adherence to party, and not to 
principle, is the curse of our day. A disposition 
to argue ourselves into a wrong position. If ne- 
cessary, to be regular in our party, inatesd of a 
close examination to see if our position comports 
with true principle and exact justice, is more 
and more becoming the continued round of oixr 
efforts. We cling to our leaders with too great 
tenacity, regardless of the thousand considera- 
rations that cluster around them, to influence 
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and destroy, without ever tMnking that we are 
men for ourselves, aud should pursue a line of 
polloj based upon our own judgment and con- 
science. This factj for which the Dstnooratio 
party alone are responsible, so far as it relates to 
the unfortunate condition of Kansas, is the great 
reason why the President, under the heavy pres- 
sure of Seuthera interest, dares to throw over 
that Territory, in the shape of the Leoompton 
Constitution, the dark pall of Amerioan Slavery, 
and blast the rising hopes of an Empire of Free- 
men. 

Let us like true men but assert our independ* 
snce, go baok to first and holier principles, ask 
that good fftitU and sacred promises be preserved, 
speak as well as think and feel, and the Admin- 
istration would fall back from its mad course of 
wrong, the country would breathe easier from 
the relief, and Kansas, bleeding at every pore, 
would leap from her deep gloom and begin a 
race of hope and prosperity. Oar national halls 
would no longer be the scene of mortal combat, 
the argalnent of bludgeons and weapons of 
death would be displaced by the higher and 
nobler considerations of reciprocal regard, and 
all the energies and powers of Government be 
directed to benefit and elevate the people, rather 
than distract and degrade them. , 



In one word, I stand upon the dooiirines that 
protected Freedom in the earlier days of the re- 
public ; that projected and sustained all its safe- 
guards, and in the language of another, a noble 
Patriot would say : " That upon this question as 
upon every other that involves the extension 
of Slavery, I stand by the Constitution. I stand 
where Washington stood I I stand where Jeflfer- 
son, the author of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence stood ! I stand where Patrick Henry, where 
Lee, and where Harrison stood ! I stand, sir, 
whore the Patriots of Old Virginia stood in her 
best days I I stand, sir, where Adams and Sher- 
man, aud Jay, aud Hooper, and Caswell, and 
Gadsden, and the Rutledges stood during the 
revolutionary contest for Freedom l There the 
path is marked by the blood of the revolution. 
I stand in company with the men of '87, their 
locks wet with the mists of the Jordan over 
which they passed— their garments purple with 
the waters of the Red Sea, through which they 
led us of old to this land of promise. With 
them to point the way, however dark the present j 
hope shines brightly on the future ; and, dis- 
covering their footprints in my path, I shall tread 
it with unfaltering trust." 



